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In a letter recently published in the newspapers, M. Martin ex- 
presses in the warmest terms his satisfaction with the translation before 
us, and compliments it on the ground of its perfect fidelity, not only in 
expressing " the substance, but the turn of expression of the thought 
of the author." " The literary and philosophic history surpasses," he 
says, " what seemed to me possible." We have given our readers some 
means of judging of M. Martin's standard of the possible in regard to 
the literary history. We proceed to show more briefly its value in its 
application to that portion of the history which treats of philosophy. 

In Vol. II. p. 231, the sentence, " Boileau en prenant si vivement 
parti pour Descartes contre Aristote, prouva que son adoration des 
anciens n'etait rien moins qu'un aveugle fetichisme," is rendered 
wholly contrary to its meaning, — " Boileau proved that his ado- 
ration of the ancients was nothing except a blind fetichism." Correctly 
it should read, " was anything but a blind fetichism." 

P. 239. In speaking of Spinoza's idea of extension, the phrase 
etendue intelligible, meaning extension as apprehended in thought, is 
translated by the incomprehensible words " intelligent extension." 

On the same page, in the account of Spinoza's doctrine concerning 
the soul, where the original has, " L'4me humaine est un mode de la 
pensee de Dieu destin^ k tomber dans le temps," we find the inexplicable 
translation, " The hnman soul is a mode of the thought of God, des- 
tined to faU in time." The true meaning is, destined to fall into Hie 
sphere of time. 

But we will not go on. We are weary of this unpleasant task, in 
which we have engaged solely with the hope that the exposure of the 
errors in these two volumes may prevent the remainder of the transla- 
tion from being disfigured in like manner, and thus deprived of value 
for careful readers. In the proper execution of the work, the public 
have an interest with which that of the publishers and of the translator 
ought to correspond. 

The publishers should secure the services of some competent scholar 
to revise the translation of future volumes before they are put to press. 



5. — Meditations on the Essence of Ohristianity, and on the Religious 
Questions of the Day. By M. Guizox. Translated from the 
French, under the Superintendence of the Author. New York : 
Charles Scribner & Co. 1865. 16mo. pp.356. 

It is interesting to see what so eminent a statesman, historian, and 
philosopher as M. Guizot has to say on those deeper questions of the 
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day which lie beyond the horizon, and beneath the field in which his 
labors have hitherto been confined. He assures us that he is going to 
say something distinct, if not decisive, about them in the course of the 
four volumes of Meditations which he has laid out for himself; but 
the present volume by itself, however well designed, is an unimportant 
contribution to religious thought or theological literature. It will un- 
doubtedly contribute somewhat to the comfort and satisfaction of a cer- 
tain class of the religious community to know that a man so eminent 
in politics and scholarship has uttered a grave and impressive warning 
against the double danger of Romanism and radicalism, and has written 
his name in large letters upon the old landmark of orthodoxy; but 
those who, not satisfied with the sound of formal words, must have 
thought and logic and reason to rest upon or to go by, will demand a 
stronger friend or a stronger opponent than this volume presents. 

M. Guizot, indeed, carries his old political method into religious con- 
troversy. While occasionally he uses language which implies the 
strictest orthodoxy, elsewhere he speaks in a way that an orthodox 
believer, unless of a new school, must find it very hard to accept. His 
ideas of the inspiration of the Scriptures are certainly somewhat Cole- 
ridgian ; and as to original sin, it is not a little startling to find that 
what one reads in a note of Coleridge's as if it were a pun, is with 
M. Guizot a serious doctrine, namely, that original sin is that sin which 
man originates. These are not his words, but this is the whole drift 
of the reasoning on pages 77 - 83. 

But the concessions which M. Guizot makes more or less indirectly 
to the spirit of liberal thought, only leave us to marvel and mourn the 
more that thinking and reasoning men, students of philosophy, should 
be content, when it comes to the highest and most important subjects, to 
repeat old formulas with an authoritative tone, as if the distinctness of 
the sound gave a distinctness to the sense in the mind. 

Assumption, however, does not always take the tone of the lion. It 
often insinuates itself in a mild and modest manner; but in the one 
form or the other, the substitution of authority for argument, of thunder 
for lightning (or for light), has always been the greatest vice of theo- 
logical literature ; and it considerably vitiates M. Guizot's book. Not 
that we charge him with arrogance, — far from it; but he, too, often slips 
int« the error of proceeding as if the report of the celestial phenome- 
non would answer instead of the flash of truth and the stroke of con- 
viction. 

Luther said to Erasmus, " I do not argue, I assert " ; and M. Guizot, 
without any such impolitic tone or thought, simply starts with saying 
that he shall only show the Christian religion and let it speak for itself, 
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quietly assuming, however, that his or somebody else's idea of Chris- 
tianity is Christianity. He assumes a theory of the responsibility of 
the Christian religion for Jewish religion ; and yet, when he comes to 
speak of the Old Testament in its parts and progress, he leans very far 
towards the liberal idea (Lessing's) of the Bible as being the record 
book of the Divine education of humanity. 

Though we find little in this volume that is of worth either in form 
or idea, we yet look forward with considerable interest to the future 
volumes of M. Guizot's works, which shall treat successively of the 
history, present state, and future destiny of Christianity. On these 
subjects M. Guizot's respectability, political experience, and historical 
studies will be of more service to him than in treating of the essence 
of Christian Faith and Doctrine. 



6. — Tuscan Sculptors : their Lives, Works, and Times. With Illus- 
trations from original Drawings and Photographs, By Charles 
C. Perkins. London : Longman, Green, Longman, Roberts, and 
Green. 1864. 2 vols. 4to. pp. Ivi., 267, and vi., 267. 

These handsome volumes are an important addition to the history 
of Italian art in English. They are the work of an American long resi- 
dent in Italy, and do honor alike to his taste, his industry, and his liberal 
culture. We regret that the small demand in this country for works 
of this class, in so expensive a form, should have compelled its author 
to publish his book in England ; but although published abroad, it de- 
serves cordial recognition here, and we trust that the reception of these 
volumes may be such that Mr. Perkins will be encouraged to complete 
his work, as he states in his Preface that he hopes to do, with a similar 
account of the sculptors of Northern, Southern, and Eastern Italy. 

"Italian sculpture," says Mr. Perkins, "has, in comparison with 
Italian painting, found but few admirers or illustrators." " It has seemed ■ 
to me that a space remained to be filled in the literature of art, in 
which the names and works of many illustrious artists might be point- 
ed out." After an Introduction, in which the author gives a brief ac- 
count of sculpture in Italy previous to the thirteenth century, he begins 
his book with the life of Niccola Pisano, the great master of the mediaeval 
revival of sculpture, who was born about the year 1205. The history 
proceeds in the form of biographical narratives, through the period 
marked by the great names of Pisano, Orcagna, Ghiberti, Donatello, 
and Luca della Robbia, to the age of Michel Angelo ; and in his second 
volume Mr. Perkins traces the decline of sculpture in Tuscany till the 



